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‘This year’s American Numismatic Association (ANA) 
World’s Fair of Money was momentous for AINA. We 
started off with our second get together for Chicago-style 
pizza at Giordano’s in Rosemont on Tuesday. On 
Wednesday, | attended the Tokens and Medals Society 
(TAMS) banquet, where I received my 25" anniversary of 
membership pin and presided over the presentation of the 
Odesser Award to Charles Catlett for his article 
“Lodz/Litzmannstadt: WWI Ghetto Money” in The Shekel, 
who was not actually present at the show. 


On Thursday, I gave a Money Talks on Magic Amulets and 
Good Luck Tokens, all from my extensive collection, 
including a number of Hebrew amulets, such as a Christian 
Kabbalist amulet, an anti-Lilith talisman, a Shas amulet 
portraying Rabbi Kadouri, traditional engraved amulets and 
modern struck amulets, and metal charity receipts promising 
good luck and God’s help to the giver. Lam hoping to 
include some of these in an exhibit next year. 

As have in prior years, I put in a number of Judaic-themed 
exhibits. I put in again my Roaring Lion of Megiddo. 
exhibit, which this year took first place in Middle Eastern, 
and an exhibit on coins and pendants engraved with the 
letter feb, which took first place in Engraved Coins. 1 
reprised my exhibit on Israel’s gold lirot coinage from 
before the pandemic, and it took first place in Gold Coins. 
My only exhibit without a Jewish connection was a feline 
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paper money type set by species, which took first place in 
Convention Theme ~ the Natural World. ‘The exhibit 
awards were presented on ‘Thursday. That same day, the 
ANA held its member awards reception, and AINA 
cofounder Mel Wacks won the Glen Smedley award for his 
volunteer work for the ANA. 


On Thursday night, AINA Board Member Danny Spungen 
and his family’s Spungen Foundation hosted a dinner 
celebrating the release of Forging Secrets, a complete 
description of Operation Bernhard (the counterfeiting of 
Bank of England notes during World War Two) and many 
of its Jewish and Nazi participants. The book contains a 
reproduction counterfeit note, and also describes in detail 
the differences between a real and Operation Bernhard 
note. ‘The dinner included a talk by Bernhard’s 
granddaughter, and music from a Ukranian-American 
children’s choir. 

At the Friday night banquet, AINA life member and 
frequent Shekel contributor David Hendin won the Burnett 
Anderson award for excellence in numismatic writing. 

Next year, the ANA’s World’s Fair of Money will be held in 
Pitesburgh (where it would have been held in 2020 were it 
not for the pandemic), which is driving distance or a 
reasonable train ride or short flight for many AINA 
members. I hope we can muster a real presence there. m 


Happy collecting! 
Simcha Kuritzky 


MEDALS OF ADOLPHE CREMIEUX: 
A JEWISH ADVOCATE FOR LIBERTY AND JUSTICE, 
IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY FRANCE 


By Ira Rezak 


Isaae-Jacob ben David, known historically as Adolphe 
Cremicux (1796-1880), was arguably the most prominent 
Jew in 19 century France. Commitments to republican and 
traditional Jewish values marked his career in law, 
community organization, and national political affairs and 
were consistently both ethical and consequential through his 
long years of service. Medals that mark a few of the events 
and achievements in his lifetime will be reviewed here 
though their imagery offers only a superficial portrait, 
literally and figuratively. 


Lithograph of Cremicux, 1840 (age 44) by Faustin Herr. Courtesy 
of Wikipedia Commons, 
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Cremieux was born in Nimes in southern France to a family 
that had recently emigrated there from the nearby Comtat 
Venaissin, an area that for five hundred years, until 1791, 
shortly before Cremieux’s birth, had been Papal territory 
and therefore much more welcoming to Jews than France 
had been for most of its histor 


His paternal ancestry was primarily Sephardic though his 
grandmother was the daughter of an Ashkenazi Rabbi from 
Prague. This mixed heritage reflected in his obviously 
Ashekanizi first name, Adolphe, coupled with his 
distinctively Sephardi family name in many ways helped 
situate Cremieus for his roles in 19 century post- 
revolutionary France. His father, David, a silk merchant and 
modern man who was politically active at the time of the 
revolution, initially sent his young son to mixed Christian- 
Jewish schools in Nimes, but at the age of fourteen, 
‘Adolphe was sent to Paris and enrolled at the Lycee 
Imperiale (later, the Lycee Louis-Le-Grand), a prestigious 
secular state-sponsored rather than religious institution 


Nevertheless, in Paris only one year after Napoleon had 
convened his celebrated Sanhedrin intended to foster the 
integration of Jews as French citizens, young Cremieux still 
regularly visited relatives in Paris who remained religious 
and included actual members of the Sanhedrin. As a student 
in Paris from 1808 to 1815 the young Cremieux was an 
enthusiast for Napoleonic France who acquired a reputation 
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for loyally supporting the regime and came to be called “the 
lawyer” among his fellow students. After Napoleon’s defeat, 
however, this former allegiance made him a target of 
returning royalists which led his parents to arrange his 
transfer to a law school in Aix-en-Provence where he 
graduated in 1817. Cremieux became established as a lawyer 
in Nimes and was soon renowned for his passionate almost 
theatrical pleas in court, often on behalf of republican and 
Jewish causes and individuals. Famously, beginning in 1827, 
he successfully advocated for the abolition of the infamous 
‘more judaico oath, an archaic degrading legal requirement that 
had been imposed on Jewish witnesses for centuries in 
European law coutts. 


By 1830 he was a member of the Central Consistory, the 
premier Jewish representative body in France of which he 
became president in 1836, In 1840 a tragic case of blood 
libel in Damascus resulted in accusations against prominent 
Jews in the city, their jailing, torture and several deaths. 
Together with Moses Montefiore, Cremieux travelled for 
several months to Alexandria in Egypt to petition Mehmet 
All, then the hegemonic authority in Damascus (though the 
Sultan in Istanbul remained the nominal sovereign there) for 
relief of the imprisoned Jews. This intervention ultimately 
resulted in a firman from the Ottoman emperor that forced 
Mehmet Ali’s hand and ended the affair with the release of 
the wrongly accused Jews. Cremicux’s public battles against 
the oath and for Jewish causes both in France and abroad 
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climaxed in 1846 when the Jews of France achieved 
complete emancipation, Cremieux, by then also a member 
of the national Chamber of Deputies, had gained the 
reputation of “father of the Jews”. 


However, in 1845 Cremieux’s beloved wife without 
consulting him had their children baptized as was then not 
uncommon among socially ascendant Jews. This, of course 
proved hugely embarrassing to Cremieux, a not very pious 
but fiercely loyal Jewish public figure, leading him to resign 
his presidency of the Central Consistory though not 
terminating his advocacy for Jewish causes. He was, for 
example, prominent in the outcry against the 
unconscionable papal defense of the secret conversion to 
Catholicism of Edgardo Mortara, an Italian Jewish child, In 
1860 he was one of the founders of the Alliance Israelite 
Universelle, an organization that still functions today, 
dedicated to furthering the education and welfare of Jews in 
France, her North African colonies, and wherever in 
Francophone settings, including Southeastern Europe and 
the Middle East, impoverished Jews were to be found, 
Cremieux’s assistant, close friend and co-founder of the 
Alliance, Narcisse Leven, was to serve the organization for 
more than fifty years. 


‘The years 1830 and 1848 saw recurrent insurrections in 
France against the restored monarchical system that 
prevailed after Napoleon’s downfall. As a well reputed 
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champion for liberal causes, Cremieux was appointed 
Minister of Justice in the Provisional Government of 1848. 
When Louis Napoleon, Napoleon’s nephew soon to assume 
dictatorial power as Napoleon III, undermined the short- 
lived Republic in 1852, Cremieux withdrew from 
government, returning to membership in the Paris Bar and 
his prosperous private legal practice. He did not however 
give up his republican sentiments or his opposition to 
Napoleon III’s repressive government, using his acclaimed 
oratorical skills as a defender of politicians accused of 
crimes against the state. By the time of the election of 1868, 
unable to stand any longer idly by, he ran in Paris for a seat 
in the legislature and was elected by a two-thirds majority 


He then vociferously opposed the Napoleonic policies that 
were to lead to the catastrophic military defeat in the 
Franco-Prussian war of August and September 1870. With 
the French regime overthrown, Cremieux, widely popular 
with the electorate and a long-time stalwart of republican 
values, was once again appointed Minister of Justice in the 
newly formed Provisional Government of National 
Defense. The Prussian victory and invasion of Northern 
France led to much confusion and tumult throughout the 
country. The Provisional Government, Cremieux included, 
was forced to re-locate to Tours and Bordeaux during 
which he briefly was in charge of military operations. 
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It was, however, as Minister of Justice in the National 
Government that Cremieux engineered what is arguably his 
most notable achievement. Algeria, with its native Muslim 
and Jewish populations, had been progressively invaded and 
colonized by French forces from 1830 onward in the course 
of which thousands of French national moved into the 
territory. Cremicux with his interest in Jewish affairs and 
presidency of the Alliance Israelite Universelle had made 
more than a dozen trips to Algeria over the years in the 
course of which he interacted with the Israelite Consistory 
in Constantine and its president, Israel Stora, 


In 1870 Cremieux as Minister of Justice promulgated a 
decree, which was endorsed by the Head of the Provisional 
Government, granting Jewish inhabitants in Algeria full 
French citizenship, a privilege not afforded to Muslim 
Algerians. ‘This consequential act understandably led to 
ongoing Muslim resentment and, following the 
independence of Algeria ninety years later, resulted in the 
emigration of virtually the entire Algerian Jewish population 
to France, Israel and Canada. 


In the aftermath of the French Army’s defeat in 1870 the 
civil unrest throughout France and in Paris led to an 
anarchical and violent Commune, followed by a period of 
military suppression, tensions between monarchists and 
republicans, and ultimately the foundation of the Third 
French Republic that lasted until the Second World War. 
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Cremieux’s popularity, and the transient Provisional 
Government itself, did not long survive the immediate 
tumult of 1871 though he was re-elected to the National 
Assembly in 1872. As a grand old man of French polities he 
was made a senator for life and continued to serve until his 
death in 1880, consistently opposing anti-republican forces, 
promoting Jewish causes, and maintaining his reputation as 
a French patriot. 


‘The Medals of Cremieux 


Of the medals issued during his lifetime, many simply list 
his name among those of other governmental officials, 
while others reference Cremieux’s activity in the Damascus 
Affair, his service as Minister of Justice during the 
Revolution of 1848, his position as a private lawyer, and his 
appointment as Minister of Justice and organizer of the 
military during the Provisional Government of 1870-71; «wo 
post-mortem commemoratives feature his portrait. 
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Adolph Cremicux, Minister of Justice, Representative of the 
People. Pewter medal, 1848, 50 mm. 


bronze medal listing the ministers of the French Republic 
Provisional Government, Cremicux among them, February 1848, 
25 mm, 
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depicting Cremicus as Minister of Defense in the Provisional 
Government of National Defense, 1870, 23-24 mm 


Unfortunately, information about the issuing authority, 
distribution and number of medals struck for most of these 
emissions is lacking for almost all of the medals here under 
consideration, the majority having been informally 
produced privately during tumultuous times. Of these 
medals, only the two struck after Cremieux’s death are 
commonly available for present-day collectors. The various 
small ephemeral medals of 1848 and 1870, many of which 
merely list Cremicux’s name along with other government 
officials have been little noted and appear only irregularly in 
the market, The standard publications recording ephemeral 
medals of 1848 by De Sauley and Lieseville list, describe, 
and illustrate hundreds such, but offer little information 
beyond that. 


13 Contnned 


Continned 


Exceptionally, the two 41 mm finer bronze medals engraved 
by Jean-Pierre Montagny, are noted to have been struck in 
the official governmental Monnaies de Medalles (medal 
mint), These have allegorical scenes on their obverses, one 
showing a nude Liberty directing mirrored light upon a 
figure of Justice, the other depicting Hercules triumphing, 
over the Hydra, 


‘Two bronze medals with a common reverse listing members of the 
Prench Republic Provisional Government, Cremieux among them, 
One with a female personification of Liberty shining light on 
Justice, the other with Hercules defeating the Hydra, both 1848, by 
Jean-Pierre Montagny, 41 mm. 
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‘A Trlangle representing a Protactor-level Supporting Ten Portrait 
Roundels of the French Republic Provisional Government's 
Ministers, February 1848, Cremieux among them. 51 mm, 


Another well produced figurative medal dated February 
1848 is particularly interesting as, unlike the other 
revolutionary medals referring to Cremieus, both of 1848 
and of 1870, itis strongly critical of the government. A 
triangular protractor-level decorated with the heads of ten 
named governmental ministers, Cremieux among them, is 
the principal device, but its eccentrically dangling pendant is 
meant to indicate disorganization and incompetence in the 
Provisional Government. While it’s uncertain that this detail 
was intentional, the figure of Cremieux is placed close to 
where the pendant has come to rest, possibly suggesting his 
role as a mediator of differences among the group, 
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Adolphe Cremieux and Moses Montefiore meeting Muhammad 
‘Ali Pasha (Mehmet Ali) Silver medal, 1840, 44 mm, Image 
courtesy of the Jewish Museum, New York; photo by Richard 
Goodbody, Ine. 


‘The white medal portrait medal of Cremicux as 
“Representative of the People” has been cast, as were most 
revolutionary ephemeral issues. Unlisted in the sources and 
quite crude, this portrait medal has apparently never been 
previously noted or published. Also a great rarity, the silver 
medal of Cremicux and Montefiore visiting Mehmet Ali in 
connection with the Damascus Affair in 1840, is 
anonymous but it almost certainly was struck in Germany, 
most likely in Hamburg, The faces of the two Jewish figures 
are not particularly well defined but their garments, 
Cremicus in legal robes, Montefiore with his chain of office 
as Sheriff of Kent, clearly distinguish them. The presence of 
a Hebrew date on this medal and the citation of a biblical 
psalm on its reverse make this the only known medal of 
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Cremicus issued in his lifetime referencing his Jewish 
origins and purpose, 


Adolphe Cremieux, bronze memorial medal 1881, by Alfred 
Borrel, 68 mm, 


‘The small medals of 1870, though not particularly artful, 
nevertheless show far more realistic images of Cremieux 
that the earlier medals, emphasizing as they do his often 
commented upon unpretty visage and his crown of curly 
hair, The two medals after his death are of course more 

classically complementary commemoratives. 


‘The Borel portrait of 1881 presents him in an heroic pose; 
as an official French Mint issue it lists several of his public 
and governmental achievements but avoids any Jewish 
reference. The three-quarter length Franklin Mint image of 
the 1970s, part of a 120-medal series honoring historical 
Jewish personalities, includes a sheaf of papers under his 
hand, plausibly representing the famous decree granting 
citizenship to Algerian Jews issued in his capacity as 
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Minister of Justice along with a figure of Justice hovering 
over his shoulder. 


‘The medal presented to Cremieux on his election to the 
Paris Council of the Order of the Bar in 1864 was of course 
made with an insert die to personalize this unique 
presentation piece, The medals of the Constantine (Algeria) 
Jewish Consistory and of the Alliance Israelite Universelle’s 
50" anniversary do not mention Cremieus directly but serve 
to reflect his important lasting influence in Jewish affairs. 


Narcisse Levin co-founder (with Cremieus) of the Alliance 
Israelite Univeselle on its 50® Anniversary, bronze medal, 1910, by 


Emmanuel Hannaus, 59 mm. 
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Bronze medal honoring Israel Stora as President of the 
Israelite Consistory of Constantine, Algeria, 1864, 42 mm, 


Nineteenth century French Jewry boasts few memorable 
figures, so rather few medals exist to commemorate this 
epoch and its Jewish notables. OF these the career of 
Adolphe Cremieux is undoubtedly the outstanding 
exception both historically and numismatically. a 
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BOOKMARKS: HIDDEN TREASURES WITHIN 
BOOKS ON JEWISH COINS 


By Charlie Catlett 


“Before you buy the coin, buy the book.” ‘This sage advice 
was given by a good friend in my local coin club when I 
started collecting, The only problem was ~ which book do 
you buy? I had been collecting U.S. pennies and nickels, so 
the Red Book was a good start for a basic price guide and 
information, 


My discovery that there were Jewish kings who minted 
coins started me off in an exciting new direction of 
collecting. Naturally, David Hendin’s Guide to Biblical Coins 
proved to be /le book for starting ~ and remains a fabulous 
reference. As I began to write this article, his new edition 
(signed!) finally arrived in the mail 


As my coin collection grew, I developed interest in 
obtaining more specialized volumes to pursue further 
research, It became a challenge to collect historical books 
on Jewish coins to see how our knowledge has advanced 
over the years. 


My desk and nightstand are now littered with bookmarks 
from Kolbe and Fanning and other booksellers | discovered 
through searches on AbeBooks.com and other websites. 1 
began to see coin books as collectible, But what prompted 
me to write this article was finding unexpected treasures ~ 
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little mementos ftom prior owners — tucked inside my 
books. 


‘An elegant example is shown here, The 1914 Catalog of 
Greek Coins of the British Museum (BMC) volume on 
Palestine by George Francis Hill had this news elipping left 
between two plates of coins. The clipping from the New 
York Times was the February 8, 1949 announcement that a 
private British company was to mint the first coins for the 
Government of Israel, Israel had tried in late 1948 and early 
1949 to mint its own first coins, but lacked the capability. 
Inside the front cover of the same catalog was a small page 
torn from a 4-1/2" lined spiral notebook scribbled with a 
listing of dozens of coins by their BMC numbers. At the 
bottom of the notebook paper was written: “Ed Janis 
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Coins.” The collection of Edward Janis Ancient Judean 
Coins was sold by Superior Galleries in 1999, David 
Hendin’s first edition came out in 1976, but this forgotten. 
slip of paper showed that the BMC catalog served as a 
reference to the Janis Collection sale for this book’s prior 
owner. 


‘This is described as “the first Jewish coin.” © The Trustees of the 
British Museum, 


‘Two things about the 1914 BMC catalog interested me, 
First, it has high quality black & white photographie plates, 
rather than the drawings or woodeuts in older texts on 
Jewish coins. Second, it contains a photo of the unique coin 
in the British Museum which Hill and others described as 
the “first Jewish coin.” They thought the inscription said 
“Yahu,” but we now translate it as “Yehud,” making it one 
of the Yehud series of coins. Most of the coins from that 
series were not known until the 1960s and later. 
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Pethaps my most prized volume is De Numis Habraeo- 
Samatitanis, by Francisco Perez Bayer, published in 1781. 
This work on ancient Hebrew coinage laid the basis for the 
serious study of Jewish numismatics. 


Itis printed in a beautiful Latin seript, has excellent 
woodcut images of coins, and includes inscriptions in paleo 
Hebrew with a comparative table of the ancient and modern 
Hebrew/Aramaic alphabets. It even included a discussion 
on possible identification of flowers seen on ancient Jewish 
coins ~ showing an almond blossom, a Belladonna, and a 
“Phoenician Apple” — which we call a pomegranate, The 
bookplate on the inside of the front caver belonged to 
‘Monsenhor Ferreira (Joaquim José Ferreira Gordo 1758- 
1838). He was Monsignor of the Holy Patriarchal Church of 
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Lisbon, the Lisbon Public Librarian, and a member of the 
Lisbon Royal Academy of Sciences. The wonderful 
engraving shown here of toddlers minting coins is in the 
back of the book. 


Frederick Madden’s books, History of the Jewish Coinage 
(1864), and Coins of the Jews (1881,1903) are interesting to 
peruse. In each volume he credits “Simon the Maccabee” 
for producing the first Jewish coins, describing coins that 
wwe currently know are mostly from the First Jewish War, 
with some even from the Bar Kochba revolt. It is 
fascinating reading his literary discourses on ancient issues 
with a modern mindset. He often quotes Félix de Sauley 
and Celestino Cavedoni as relatively contemporary 
numismatists. Their volumes are available as modern 
reprints. 


It took twenty-five years after Hill’s 1914 BMC Palestine 
volume for another book on Jewish Coins to see print in 
English. A. Reifenberg published Ancient Jewish Coins in 
1940. I was able to obtain a 1947 revised edition, which now 
includes four Persian period coins, three correctly identified 
as “Jehud” (Yehud) coins. Reifenberg attributes the three 
First Revolt half, quarter, and eighth bronze coins as 
belonging to Simon Maccabee but correctly attributes the 
silver shekel half shekel coins and prutot to the First 
Revolt, as well as correctly listing the Bar Kochba coins. 
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‘This volume was a veritable vault of ephemera. One folded 
piece of paper had handwritten notes of “Kindler’s 
Palestine city-coins denominations,” featuring roughly 
sketched images of the above-mentioned bronze coins 
‘Then there was a hand-written timeline of Jewish coins ~ 
jotted on the back of a Boston University School of 
‘Theology form letter. I also found an advertisement for 
Superior Stamp & Coin Co, torn from the May 1970 
Numismatist, offering a First Revolt half shekel coin in EF 
for $775. Another clipping stuck in the book was a May 
1979 asticle in the Numismatist on The Coinage of Judea. 
Finally, there was an article from the February 1966 World 
Coins about the ‘Pilate Gang’ In Israel Caper —a thwarted 
attempt to sell thousands of counterfeit Pontius Pilate coins. 


It looks like the items left in the book are from different 
owners. There is different writing and styles of marking on 
the pages. Clearly it shows a keen interest in the subject by 
all who left the ‘bookmarks’ a collective love of ancient 
Jewish numismatics that has now passed into my keeping. 


In 1967 Ya’akov Meshorer published his English version of 
Jewish Coins of the Second Temple Period, originally published in 
Hebrew. The book is highly methodical and detailed, both 
in its writing and illustration. I found no “bookmarks” in 
the edition I bought, but after buying the book I bought a 
coin at auction that made the book meaningful. 
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In Goldberg's Pre-Long Beach Auction of September 2018 
was a Yehud-period coin, lot 1111, There were a few details 
in the catalog description that didn’t match the catalog 
photo, which had a duck on the reverse, but I decided to 
take a chance anyway. As the second (and last) bidder, I 
purchased the coin for $110. Included with the coin was a 
round tag stating that the coin was a plate coin in two of 
Meshorer’s books. And sure enough, the ‘duek’ coin 1 
bought for a bargain was one of the six unique (as of 1967) 
Yebud coins listed in Meshorer’s books. There are a lot 
more of these ‘duck’ coins known now, but I am proud to 
have the first one discovered, and the book where it was 
first described. The obverse in Meshorer’s book was 
described as blank. | later learned (from a JP Fontanille 
article) that it was an egg-shaped blob remaining from a 
severely worn die that had been filled in with excess bits of 
metal, That full design, when finally discovered, was initially 
listed as a chimera, and is now thought to be a lion. 
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In 1974 Arie Kindler wrote a catalog for the collection of 
the Bank of Israel, entitled Coins of the Land of Israel. The 
English translation is succinctly written and illustrated. The 
book contained two bookmarks ~ business cards from the 
director of SurLuster Inc in Long Beach (listed in the late 
1990s as both a trucking firm, and a producer of automotive 
chemicals). That book was soon followed in 1976 by David 
Hendin’s Guide to Ancient Jewish Coins, Hendin’s is the first 
text (that I know of) which included coin values, listed by 
Herbert Kreindler. 


Hendin changed the name for his second edition to Guide fa 
Biblical Coins, which has remained the name through the 
current sixth edition. Each edition features scholarly 
updates from previous editions, which makes it enlightening 
to see the evolution of our knowledge over the past 25 
years. The third edition copy I obtained also has an archive 
left by a previous reader or readers: paper clips on several 
pages, extensive highlighting, and copies of Hendin’s List 61 
(October 1966) and List 65 (February 1998), coin sales from 
Hendin’s coin company, Amphora, stuck between the 
pages. Hendin mentions the “Big Wedding” of his daughter 
in the intro to his List 65, along with his, now outdated, 
aol.com e-mail address, 


Besides general texts on Jewish coins, there are several 
essential specialty books needed for advanced collecting, In 
1984, Leo Mildenberg published The Coinage of the Bar Kochba 
War, Ivis a detailed analysis of the coins of that period, with 


ar Continued 


Continned 


a beautifully illustrated die study. His book has been very 
useful to me for the die combinations of coins listed in 
auction catalogs. Other books with specialized history and 
die studies include Jewish Coinage of the First Revolt Against 
Rome by Robert Deutsch, and three books by Jean-Philippe 
Fontanille: The Coins of Herod (with Donald Atel), The 
Coinage of Herod Antipas (with Aaron Kogon), and The Coins 
of Pontius Pilate (with Sheldon Lee Gosline). JP Fontanille 
also created the internet website The Menorah Coin Project in 
2002, and it lists over 13,000 coins based on die studies. It is 
particularly useful for the Yehud coins, as the number of 
known coins in the series has grown over the years and a 
new numbering system was devised for the series, The Israel 
Numismatic Society has continued maintaining this website. 


Other valuable resources in my research library are auction 
catalogues. Four catalogues stand out, not only for their 
wonderful descriptions and historical notes, but for the 
august collections they represent. They are the Superior 
Galleries Abraham Bromberg Collection (Part 1, December 
1991; part 2 December 1992); the Superior Stamp & Coin 
Inc. Abramowitz Family Collection (December 1993); the 
Archaeological Center Arnold Spaer Collection (October 
2004); and the Heritage Shoshana Collection (Part I March 
2012; Part II September 2012). 1 am proud to own some 
coins that were part of each of those famous collections. 


‘Two books featuring collections have been helpful with my 
numismatic research. SNG: ANS 6 ~ Palestine-South Arabia 
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(om 1981) features the ANS collection. Coins of the Holy 
Land I (descriptions) and II (photos) by Ya’akov Meshorer 
(om 2013) features the Abe Sofaer coins of the ANS and 
Israel Museum. It is a privilege to visit the ANS in New 
York to look at the coins in these books. 


Meshorer and Qedar wrote the book on Samarian coins in 
1991, and nicely updated it in 1999. I wish a new update 
would come out, since numerous varieties have been listed 
recently at auctions ~ but we will have to wait. The newer 
edition is still very helpful, as it has detailed drawings which 
helped me visualize what the actual coins might have once 
looked like. Samarian coins are often quite worn, their 
images indistinct. Tucked inside the back cover of the 1999 
edition was a bid sheet from the December 7, 2000, New 
York sale and three pages from the catalog. The previous 
book owner’s bids, and the prices realized, were written 
down — he won some very nice coins. 


Ir took almost ten years of searching to find a copy of Gitler 
& Tal’s classic book on Philistine coins. Even though I only 
had one or two examples of the coins when I bought it 
around 2015, the detailed history of the series was 
enlightening. | initially found it difficult to understand the 
numbering system in this book. But over time that has 
become quite clear and now the book is essential for me 
when evaluating any Philistine coins. 
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My collection of reference books took about twenty years to 
assemble, And it all went up in flames one morning in 2017 
when my home and entire neighborhood in Santa Rosa, CA 
burned to the ground in the first of several huge California 
wildfires. Fortunately, my coin collection did survive the fire, 
thanks to a two-hour rated fire safe I had purchased just 
months earlier. 


To see my library reduced to ashes was disheartening. One 
specific image remains in mind: One burned book rested 
upon the ashes of my home, seemingly intact; its blackened 
pages fanned out in a perfect semicircle. When I gently 
touched the book, it disintegrated in a heap of 
unrecognizable ash, 


Ithas taken about four years to rebuild my library. A good 
friend donated his copy of Gitler & Tal’s book on Philistine 
coins after he ended his numismatic business. Even with a 
missing spine and numerous notations throughout the 
book, itis still one of my favorites, and I’m grateful it didn’t 
take ten years to re-find. The books listed above are by no 
means a complete listing of my references on Jewish 
numismatics, and I know there are even more books out 
there. More fragile repositories of changing knowledge. 
More faint mementoes from collectors who came before. 
And more days of happy searching for hidden treasure. m 
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U.S. RETURNS RARE ANCIENT COIN FROM 
JEWISH REBELLION AGAINST ROME TO ISRAEL 


On September 12, 2022, American investigators returned 
a rare silver coin that dates back to the Great Revolt against 
the Romans between 66-73 CE that was looted from an 
archeological site in the Valley of Elah, 


‘The rare quarter-shekel coin returned to Israel in September 2022, 


‘The coin, a quarter-shekel featuring palm branches and a 
wreath dated to 69 CE, is considered one of the rarest coins 
remaining from the Jewish uprising against Romans, Even 
though the Romans forbade the Jews from minting silver 
coins—which were used to pay dues to the Holy Temple, 
this coin is evidence that the Jews defied that order. Han 
Hadad, a numismatics investigator and archeologist for the 
Israeli Antiquities Authority told The New York Times that 
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“Coins like this were a very in-your-face declaration of 
independence by the lands of Israel.” 


Just one year after this coin was minted, in 70 CE, the 
Romans sacked and burned the Temple Mount in 
Jerusalem, Three years later, in 73 CE, the last Jewish 
holdout at the Masada fortress fell. 


‘The recovered coin is one of the four known quarter-shekel 
coins minted in the fourth year of the revolt. Since the 
1930s, the British Museum has had possession of a second 
coin. This recovered coin and two others were found only 
recently during a looting of the Elah Valley, the biblical site 
of the battle between David and Goliath. The two other 
coins are believed to be held in private collections. 


‘This coin was traced at a Heritage Auctions in Denver in 
2017, where its worth was estimated to be between 
$500,000 and $1 million. The U.S. Homeland Security 
agents seized the coin shortly before the auction began. 
While Sam Spiegel, the Director of International 
Numismaties at Heritage Auctions had relied on a London 
client who claimed to have inherited the coin from his 
father, he fully cooperated with Homeland Security when 
they sought to confiscate the coin. 


‘The sellers tried to block the confiscation, claiming that the 
coin had been removed from Israel prior to a 1978 law 


declaring all Israeli relics possessions of the state. However, 
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earlier this year, the Israeli government and the Manhattan 
district attorney’s office determined that the coin was 
provable stolen. 


‘The Assistant District Attorney Matthew Bogdanos 
confiscated the coin before the statute of limitations 
expired. In an interview, Bogdanos shared that photos of 
the coin showed that it was covered in dit: evidence of 
recent excavation before being trafficked by illicit antiquities 
dealers 


David Hendin, a contributor to the Shekel and the honorary 
curator for the American Numismatic Society noted that 
this coin only carries the simple designed of three palm 
branches on the obverse and the umber four in Hebrew 
surrounded by a wreath on the reverse, which marks the 
fourth year of the revolt. 1 
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THE MYSTERY OF MACHAZIT HASHEKEL 
A TAX MADE IN HEAVEN 


By Arthur J. Friedman, Ph.D. 


In the Torah G-d commands that a tax is to be paid which 
is incumbent on every male from the age of twenty onward. 
‘The commandment may be found in Shemot (Exodus) 
30:11-16. 


Initially the money that was collected when B’nei Yisroel 
(the children of Israel) wandered in the wilderness was used 
for three purposes, according to Rashi. The half shekel 
terumah or portion might be Terumat HaMishkan, the 
offering used to construct the Mishkan or tent that housed 
the Aron Kodesh (Holy Ark) upon which rested the 
Shechina (Divine Presence). Alternatively, the funds might 
be Terumat Adanim, the socketed bases supporting the 
keroshim or planks that held up the walls of the Mishkan. 
Finally, the money might have been designated Terumat 
Shekalim, which were funds used to purchase the korbanot, 
or sacrifices that were made in the Mishkan and later, in the 
Bait HaMikdash (the Temple, once it had been completed 
and dedicated). After the terumah had been paid, three 
additional payments or tithes were made. ‘The first, ma’aser 
rishon, was given as one tenth of one’s agricultural produce, 
after the standard terumah had been paid. ‘This tithe was in 
support of the Kohanim and Leviim. The second tithe, 
ma’aser sheni was collected only on the first, second, fourth 
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and fifth years of the sabbatical cycle. ‘This tithe was to be 
taken to Jerusalem and eaten there while one was in a state 
of ritual purity. Ie was also shared with the poor of the land. 
In the third and sixth years of the sabbatical cycle, the third 
tithe, ma’aser ani (the tithe of the poor) was set aside, again 
in the form of 10% of one’s produce. 


What is Machazit haShekel? We know that it is a half of a 
shekel (hatzi shekel), but what specifically was used to make 
this payment? During the time of the Mishkan, there were 
no coins, so any mention of the shekel or the half shekel in 
the Torah refers to a weight of silver (kesef). ‘The silver was 
in the form of what is referred to today as hacksilber — 
pieces of native silver that were weighed against stones of a 
known weight until the scales were in balance. Since the 
half shekel tax was also used as a means of carrying out a 
census (Jews were not permitted to count people, but could 
count a piece of silver representing a person), it would 
appear that some individuals were very good at cutting the 
pieces to the desired weight. Otherwise, some offerings 
would be too light in weight and others would be too heavy. 
Once actual coinage was introduced, this was no longer a 
problem. 

In the Mishnah Shekalim, we ean find a very precise 
definition of what constituted a shekel (and thus a half 
shekel) and it varied with time. We're told in this Mishnah 
that when the Jews returned from (Babylonian) exile, they 
initially paid the tax with darkonot (the Persian darie ~ see 
photo). Then (presumably at a later time) they paid with 
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selaim (the sela is a large silver coin overstruck on a Greek 
or Roman silver piece during the Bar Kochba revolt) and 
then with tevain (what we know today as Tyrian shekels). 
Apparently they also sought to pay with denarim (dinar 
sized Roman coins, probably zuzim) but these were rejected 
because of insufficient silver weight. 


Several interesting questions arise from a reading of the 
Mishna: 


1, Why are the coins listed out of chronological order 
(and how do we know that they are)? 

2. Why was a coin that showed a pagan deity 
(Melquart/Herakles) and an eagle, both in violation of 
the Commandments forbidding placing a god before 
G-d and making graven images, acceptable for paying 
the tax? 

3. Why was the half shekel of the first revolt unacceptable 
for payment? 

y is a gold coin (the daric) listed, when the Torah 

explicitly mentions that payment is to be made in kesef 
Gilver)? 

5. Why was payment still required after the destruetion of 
the Second Temple in 70 CE, and what was done with 
the money? 

6. And finally, how was a half shekel collected, if there 
‘was no coin available of the appropriate weight? 


‘The daric was coined from the 5 century BCE up until the 
end of the Persian empire, after Darius’ defeat by the army 
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of Alexander IIL at the battle of Gaugamela in 331 BCE. 
From this one can surmise that the coinage account of the 
Mishnah is accurate. David Hendin, in his “Guide to 
Biblical Coins”, makes the point that since only one gold 
daric and none of the corresponding silver sigloi have ever 
been found in any of the excavations of ancient Israel, the 
mention of the datic in the Mishnah may be an 
anachronistic reference 


Silver siglos (left) and gold daric (right) showing kneeling king with 
spear and bow. Both coins struck during the 5 century BCE, 
under Persian rule. Courtesy of The Handbook of Biblical Numismatics 
454 Anniversary Edition. 


Frederic Madden, in his “History of Jewish Coinage” points 
out that the paucity or absence of certain coinage types is 
due to the fact that examples which were unearthed many 
centuries ago were melted down and used for other 
purposes, Nevertheless, today such pieces would never be 
melted and one would still expect to find examples in 
current archaeological excavations, if in fact they were ever 
used in ancient Israel. 
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‘The next nwo coins mentioned in the Mishnah, selaim and 
tebain (selas, and shekels of Tyre, respectively) are in fact 
out of chronological order, ‘The sela was only struck during 
the Bar Kochba revolt, from 135-138 CE, whereas tebain 
were coined from a much earlier period, from about 126 
BCE until the destruction of the Second Temple in 70 CE. 
‘There does not appear to be any explanation for this 
discrepancy, so one might conclude that this is merely an 
error on the part of the redactors of the Talmud in 
describing the chronology. 


‘Tyrian shekel, struck in Jerusalem (obverse, Melquart; reverse, 
eagle). Courtesy of The Handbook of Biblical Numismatics 45" 
Anniversary Eaition 


‘The hatzi (half) shekel, obverse and reverse. This coin would have 
been accepted for payment of machazit hashekel. Courtesy of The 
Handbook of Biblical Numismatics 45% Anniversary Edition. 
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Sela, year 2 of the Bar Kochba revolt (134-135 CE). Obverse — 
facade of the Temple; reverse — lulav and etrog. Courtesy of The 
Handbook of Biblical Numismatics 45® Anniversary Editon, 


Bar Kochba 2uz, year 3, shown with a modern 25 agorot Israeli 
coin, Note that the kinor (3-stringed lyre) on the modem coin is 
modeled from the 2uz, 


‘The next question, the use of pagan symbols, is easier to 
explain, Hendin has suggested two possibilities ~ changing 
interpretations of the Second Commandment regarding. 
graven images and the requirement that the tax be paid 
using the purest form of silver, In the first case it is clear 
that the concept of graven images has changed significantly 
over time, ‘There is no doube that the prohibition against 
graven images must have been in force during the time of 
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the Hasmonean kings, as none of them ever issued coins 
bearing images of people or animals (with the possible 
exception of Alexander Jannacus’ lead token bearing the 
image of an eagle). Even during the Herodian dynasty, 
when such coins were struck, they were never intended for 
circulation among the Jewish population. Nevertheless, we 
still find evidence of graven images in tile frescoes and other 
renderings that have been excavated in Israel and date to the 
time period in question. 


‘The second explanation seems more probable ~ the 
necessity of using pure silver. ‘This would be required 
according to the Talmud and certainly makes economic 
sense, as the value of silver is determined not only by its 
weight, but by its purity as well. The Tyrian shekel, which 
features both the pagan images of the Phoenician deity 
Melquart and an eagle, was composed of silver of about, 
92% purity. The Roman silver coins of the time were only 
about 80% pure. ‘This made the shekel of Tyre the “gold 
standard” of purity in the ancient world and was the most 
desirable silver coin of its time. It was therefore the only 
logical acceptable coin for the payment of the Temple tax. 


Although the shekel of Tyre was used to pay machazit 
hashekel, it was not acceptable for payment of ma’aser 

sheni, the second tithe. According to Yaakov Meshorer, 
neither this coin, nor the later issued sela, both of which 
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were declared obsolete by Roman edict, were permitted for 
this use by Jewish authorities as well, 


Silver shekalim of the First Revolt could have been struck 
from the highest purity silver available, As these coins were 
made in defiance of Roman authority, there should have 
been little concern over Roman reprisals for striking such 
coins, It seems, however, that these coins, along with the 
selaim, were considered to be “kesef shel sakana” (money of 
danger), so it would appear that perhaps it was considered 
“dangerous” to the Jewish authorities if these coins were 
accepted. 


Shekel of the First Revolt, year 3 (67-68 CE), obverse, omer 
cup; teverse, rimonim (pomegranates), Courtesy of The 
Handbook of Biblical Numismatics 45" Anniversary Edition, 


Hatzi shekel — year 3, obverse and reverse views. Courtesy of 
‘The Handbook of Biblical Numismatics 45” Anniversary Edition. 
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‘The daric, mentioned earlier, could not have been used 
directly to pay machazit hashekel for several reasons. ‘This 
coin was not a silver coin. Its weight exceeded the required 
weight of a half shekel and since gold has alwayss had a value 
many times that of a comparable weight of silver, one 
would be overpaying by a considerable amount. The daric 
was valued at twenty sigloi. According to the Rambam 
(Maimonides), darkonot (darics) were used for transport to 
Jerusalem, The daric weighed between about 8.2-8.5 grams 
(8-4 gon average), while the siglos weighed about 5.4-5.6 g. 
So twenty of these coins (equivalent to a daric in value), 
would weigh about 110 g. Therefore, one could transport a 
quantity of gold equivalent to the same quantity of silver in 
value, but having only one thirteenth the weight of the 
silver. The daric has a weight equivalent to about a half 
shekel. Once the coins arrived in Jerusalem, they would 
have to have been converted to silver for deposit in the 
‘Temple treasury. Could the siglos have been the coin that 
was actually used to pay the Temple tax? 


At a weight of only 54 g, a siglos would fall far below the 8 
gof silver needed to satisfy the payment. This apparent 
problem is solved by a passage in the Book of Nechemia, in 
which he states that when the people returned from the 
Babylonian exile they were so poor that the half shekel tax 
was rescinded and replaced with a third of a shekel tax in 
order to reduce the financial burden. Sigloi do in fact weigh 
about a third of a shekel, which would appear to strengthen 
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the argument that the siglos, rather than the daric, was the 
coin actually used to pay the tax. One major problem 
remains, however ~ Hendin’s observation that not even a 
single siglos has ever been found in any archeological 
excavation in Israel. 


It would appear that after the destruction of the Second 
‘Temple in 70 CE, machazit hashekel was no longer 
required, since there was no structure to maintain and daily 
sacrifices were no longer conducted. However, the custom 
remains with us today. On erev Purim, one gives three 
coins to tzedakah (charity). If there is no shekel, the half 
shekel must be given as one half of the denomination that is 
currently in use (the coin of the realm, so to speak). In the 
US, one would give three half-dollars. Technically, to be 
correct, one would give three half dollars minted prior to 
1965, when our coinage was still 90% silver. Perhaps this 
custom is in remembrance of the ma’aser ani, but in any 
case, it demonstrates the resolve of the Jewish people to 
remember the mitzvot (commandments) and to help the 
less fortunate in perpetuity. m 
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MEDAL IN MEMORY OF THE CRIMEAN 
HOLOCAUST VICTIMS 
By V. A. Bernshtam 


In 2016, the All-Crimean Jewish Congress created a medal 
in honor of the 75th anniversary of the mass executions of 
Jews and Krymehaks in Crimea by the Nazis. 


According to the 1939 census, 65,452 Jews lived in Crimea, 
including more than 7,000 Keymchaks, a Jewish ethno- 
linguistic Turkic-speaking group who adhere to Rabbinical 
Judaism, Previously, they lived only in the Crimea, but now, 
those who survived the Holocaust also live in other places. 
Of the total number of 1,200-1,500, 600-700 Krymchaks 
live in Israel and about 200 in the Crimea. 


From November 1941 to July 1942, the Nazi invaders killed 
about 42,000 Jews, including Krymehaks: women, old 
people and children, From December 11 10 December 16, 
1941, on the 10th kilometer of the Simferopol-Feodosia 
highway, the Nazis killed thousands of people in an anti- 
tank ditch, December 11, which was the day of the largest 
mass execution of 13,000 people, is now commemorated as 
the Day of Remembrance in the Republic of Crimea. The 
Krymehak community also commemorates this day. 


‘The funeral ceremony held on this day was first performed 
in Simferopol, Crimea in 1945. Nowadays, it takes place in 
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the premises of the Simferopol society, Krymehakhlar, 
on Krylov Street. Twice a year, in the evening, Krymchaks 
from all over the peninsula gather here, read Kaddish, the 
Jewish prayer for the dead, sing songs about the tragic death 
of fellow countrymen, and serve traditional Krymehak 
dishes, In the morning, in any weather, the participants of 
the ceremony go to the 10th kilometer of the Feodosia 
highway, to the monument installed at the site of the 
execution of Keymchaks and Ashkenazi Jews. 


‘The memorial at the site of the mass executions in Crimea during 
the Holocaust. 
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In 2016, on the initiative and with the sponsorship of the 
chairman of the All-Crimean Jewish Congress, Jan Epshtein 
(1947 - 2021), a medal was established in memory of the 
victims of the Holocaust in Crimea. 


On the obverse of the medal with a diameter of 60 mm, 
there is an image of the memorial sign installed at the 10th 
kilometer of the Simferopol-Feodosiya highway at the place 
of execution of Jews. Along the perimeter, there is an 
inscription: “TO KNOW AND REMEMBER! ALL- 
CRIMEAN JEWISH CONGRESS.” On the reverse side, 
there is an inscription: “MEMORIAL DITCH” and 
“SIMFEROPOL-KERCH-Y ALTA-YEVPATORIA 
FEODOSIY A,” which are the names of locations Jews 
once lived, 
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‘The commemorative medal was awarded to people who 
made an outstanding contribution to the development of 
the culture of the Jews of Crimea and to the preservation of 
the memory of the victims of the Holocaust on the 
peninsula, 


‘The medal was presented in a special case measuring 20 x 
20 cm. Those awarded were also given a certificate, 


In conclusion, the author is grateful to M, B, Kizilov for 
useful information and photographs. 
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HOBBY NEWS AT YOUR FINGERTIPS 


Since Chester Krause began Numismatic News in 1952, ithas been the mp choice 
for hobby news and information for coin and paper money collectrs from around 
the world. Since its founding, Krause and his publishing partners also launched 
World Coin News, Bank Note Reporter and Cains Magazine, each serving 
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produced from around the lobe. From extensive auction coverage and new issue 
reports, to history lessons from A to Zand coin news from arounal the world, i's 
all here. 12 monthly issues are packed from cover ta cove. 


Bank Note Reporter is pulsed 12 times per year. With news from the 
USS. and around dhe world, collectors preferred Bank note publication. In 
udition to auction coverage, new discoveries, odes and monthly collector 
showcases, monthly US. price guide is included in each ise. 


Coins Magazine is collectors go-to source for updated monthly pricing in an 
easy-to-use format. The monthly pricing is accompanied by articles from regular 
contributors, including Mike Thorne, Pb.D., R.W, Julian and Mark Benvenuto. A 
reader favorite each month is the ‘Coin Finds” column, with reader stories oftheir 
best coin finds 


Order your subscription(s) today at 
www.numismaticnews.net/magazines. 
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